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Between Inning Mechanics 

The Plate umpire shall take a position at the 1B line 
extended facing the 1B dugout when that team is 
coming to bat and the 3 base extended facing the 3B 
dugout when that team is coming to bat. 

 

The base umpire(s) shall assume a position 
approximately 15 feet in the outfield off the foul line 
(3-12 feet), standing in fair territory and facing the 
infield.  

 

Be alert to hustle players on and off the field. In a 
Three Umpire System the 3B Umpire has primary 
responsibility for brushing the pitching plate. The 1B 
Umpire will also brush off the pitchers plate when 
appropriate.   



There are no runners on base and a fly ball 

hit to left field. What are the umpires 

Positions and duties?  



P- Trail the batter runner about 1/3 of the way to 1B in fair territory and read the play.  When the batter 

runner rounds 1B and advances to 2B, move to the holding zone in foul ground about half way to 3B. 

Responsible for any play at the plate. 

 

1B- Pick up the flight of the ball and glance at your partner.  Responsible for any fly ball from center field to 

the right fielder and up to dead ball territory.  When your partner goes out to the outfield, button hook inside 

the diamond, pick up the ball and glance at the runner.  Responsible for any play at 1B 2B & 3B. 

 

3B- Pick up the flight of the ball and glance at your partner.  Responsible for any fly ball from center field to 

the left fielder and up to dead ball territory.   When your partner goes to the out field, button hook inside the 

diamond, pick up the ball and glance at the runner.  Responsible for any play at 1B 2B & 3B. 



There is a runner on 2B only and a ground ball is 

hit to the infield where do the umpires go?  



P - Move out from behind the plate and 
read the play. Responsible for any play at 
the plate. 

 
1B - Let the ball take you to the play.   

Responsible for the runner leaving early at 
2B and a play at 1B or 2B. 

 
3B- Step into fair territory and read the 
play. Responsible for any play at 3B.  



There is a runner on 1B & 2B. 

A  base hit to the out field.  What 

are their starting positions and 

where do the umpires go?  



Starting Positions 



Answer:  

P- Move out from behind the plate and read 

the play. Responsible for any play at the plate. 

 

1B- Button hook inside the diamond, pick up 

the ball and glance at the runner. Responsible 

for any play at 1B & 2B. 

 

3B- Button hook inside the diamond, pick up 

the ball and glance at the runner. Responsible 

for any play at 3B.  



Bases are loaded and a ground ball hit 

to the infield what do you do?  



Answer: 
P – Move slightly to the left of the plate, 
watch the batter/runner going to 1st, watch 
for the swipe tag or pulled foot at 1st, and be 
ready for any play at home. 
 

1B- is behind and off to the 2B side of 
second baseman and square to the 
plate. Responsible for plays at 1st or 2nd.  
 

3B- is 12 to 15 feet beyond 3B in foul 
territory slightly off the line and square to 
the plate. Stay in foul territory unless a play 
at 3rd pulls you in for a better view. 
 

Both umpires go to a “ready position” at the 
start of the pitch.  



There is a runner on 3B only and a fly 

ball is hit to left field what do you do?  



The 3B umpire tells the other two umpires that they are going out by yelling “two man.” 

  
P- Move out from behind the plate to the holding zone in foul ground about half way to 3B and 
read the play. Responsible for the tag up at 3B, the lead runner at 3B and any play at the plate. 

 

1B- Pick up the flight of the ball and glance at your partner. When your partner goes out to the 
outfield, button hook inside the diamond, pick up the ball and glance at the runner. Responsible 
for any play at 1B, 2B, and the last runner to 3B. 

 
3B- Pick up the flight of the ball and glance at your partner and tell him you are going out. The 
fly ball becomes your ball and the field goes to a two umpire system. Do not come back to the 
infield until the play is complete.  


